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THE OPIOID CRISIS IN AMERICA 
 
A National Epidemic 
According to the National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA), every day, more than 130 people in the 
United States die after overdosing on opioids1. The misuse of and addiction to opioids— 
including prescription pain relievers, heroin, and synthetic opioids such as fentanyl—is a serious 
national crisis that affects public health as well as social and economic welfare.  
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) estimates the total "economic burden" of 
prescription opioid misuse alone in the United States is $78.5 billion a year, including the costs of 
healthcare, lost productivity, addiction treatment, and criminal justice involvement. 
 
As InfraGard members, it is important to be knowledgeable about the opioid crisis and what we 
can do to help ourselves, our families, first responders, employers, communities and the FBI as 
needed. 
 
Resources for Infragard Members 
Seven resources have been selected for your convenience and review. They provide information 
about the President's Commission on Combating Drug Addiction and the Opioid Crisis, the Surgeon 
General's Advisory on Naloxone and Opioid Overdose, the CDC's Efforts to End the Opioid Epidemic, 
information for employers and workers, opioid data by state for regulations and prescribing rates, 
how to fight the opioid epidemic in communities, and ways opioid addiction and treatment vary in 
older adults. 
 

• The President's Commission on Combating Drug Addiction and the Opioid Crisis 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/whitehouse.gov/files/images/Final_Report_Draft_11-
15- 2017.pdf - Federal funding and Programs, Opioid Addiction Prevention, Opioid Addiction 
Treatment, Overdose Reversal & Recovery, Research and Development. 

 

• Surgeon General's Advisory on Naloxone and Opioid Overdose 
https://surgeongeneral.gov/priorities/opioid-overdose-prevention/naloxone-advisory.html - 
History, epidemic, overdose-reversing drug naloxone, information for patients and public, 
information for prescribers, substance use disorder treatment providers and pharmacists 
and references. 

 

• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Efforts to End the Opioid Epidemic 
http://ww.cdc.gov/opioids/ - Empower consumers to make safe choices; partner with public 
safety; support providers, health systems and payers; build state, local, tribal capacity; and 
conduct surveillance and research. 

 

• Using Naloxone to Reverse Opioid Overdose in the Workplace: Information for Employers 
and Workers  https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/docs/2019-101/pdfs/2019-101- 
508.pdf?id=10.266/NIOSHPUB2019101 - Background, opioids and work, considering a 
workplace naloxone use program, establishing a program, references. 

                                                           
1 Source NIH NDIA website, https://www.drugabuse.gov/drugs-abuse/opioids/opioid-overdose-crisis  
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• Infographic: State-by-State Breakdown of Opioid Regulations 

https://www.athenahealth.com/insight/infographic-opioid-regulations-state-by-state -How 
state-by-state laws vary around prescription pain management, how the regulations line up 
with opioid prescription rates, state-by-state, and how state opioid prescribing rates 
compare, policy by policy. 

 

• Nine Ways to Fight the Opioid Epidemic in Your Community 
https://icma.org/articles/article/9-ways-fight-opioid-crisis-your-community 
1. Create community coalitions to work together across sectors. 
2. Develop ordinances and places for safe drug disposal. 
3. Establish drug diversion task forces. 
4. Provide training for first responders. 
5. Use drug courts to fight opioid addiction and trafficking. 
6. Create referral programs through law enforcement agencies. 
7. Disseminate information about state laws that encourage interventions. 
8. Build awareness about their state's prescription drug monitoring program. 
9. Host community neighborhood events to put tools into the hands of every 

community sector. 
 

• Twelve Ways Opioid Addiction and Treatment Differ in Older Adults 
https://health.usnews.com/health-care/patient-advice/articles/2017-09-01/12-ways-
opioid- addiction-and-treatment-differ-in-older-adults 
1. Addiction rises as the senior population grows. 
2. Years of chronic pain add up. 
3. Other substances complicate opioid addictions. 
4. Health stakes are higher. 
5. Drug-shaming is a problem. 
6. Overdoses are rising, too. 
7. Detox may take longer. 
8. Shame prevents some seniors from seeking treatment. 
9. Even among seniors, generational differences exist. 
10. Age-tailored treatment helps. 
11. Environment counts. 
12. Seniors in treatment tend to thrive. 

If you become aware of possible unlawful acts related to the opioid crisis, you are right to be 
concerned. If you SEE SOMETHING, please SAY SOMETHING in a timely manner to law enforcement, 
security and/or your supervisor, and give the authorities the chance to make a difference.     

This information will be updated at least annually and suggestions for changes can be sent to 
InfraGard National Board Director Earl J. Motzer, Ph.D. at emotzer@infragardnational.org. 
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